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Suburbs Seek Certification as Redevelopment Ready 
 
 
Ferndale, MI – The Michigan Suburbs Alliance today announced that they will work with six 
suburban Detroit communities to improve community-developer relations and foster increased 
interest in redevelopment of the region’s built-out suburbs.  The six cities will work to achieve 
“Redevelopment Ready” certification through a first-in-the-nation program established by the 
Suburbs Alliance.  In return they will each receive in excess of $30,000 worth of technical 
assistance to help them meet their goals. 
 
The first six pilot communities for Redevelopment Ready Certification are the cities of 
Eastpointe, Hazel Park, River Rouge, Southfield, Taylor and Ypsilanti.  Working with the 
city managers, economic development directors and planners from each of these communities, the 
Suburbs Alliance will test a program for reform and economic growth that they expect will have 
statewide significance.  
 
 “We think these communities represent a true cross-section of southeast Michigan, big and small, 
rich and poor, growing and shrinking” said Conan Smith, Executive Director of the Suburbs 
Alliance.  “We hope that Redevelopment Ready certification will show developers that there is 
opportunity for investment and profit throughout the region.” 
 
The Redevelopment Ready Communities (RRC) program encourages cities to evaluate and 
reform their redevelopment processes in three areas: 
 

Learning and Communicating About Redevelopment – cities are encouraged to adopt 
proactive and aggressive public participation strategies focusing on early visioning and 
engagement in determining the need for redevelopment;  continuing education for 
municipal staff about best practices and new trends for redevelopment; 
 
Reviewing and Approving Redevelopment Plans –  building from the maxim “time is 
money,” cities are urged to make their site-plan review processes more efficient; through 
fewer public hearings (mitigated by early public participation) and concurrent 
departmental review, communities can speed up the redevelopment process without 
compromising community values; 
 
Planning for Redevelopment – updated master plans are key to engaging developers 
who clamor for consistency and clarity in the process, as well as helping citizens feel 
secure that the character of their community will be protected.  



The best practice and standards for RRC certification were developed by committee that balances 
private and public sector interests, including representation from developers, architects, planners, 
Governor Jennifer Granholm’s office, municipal leaders and university professors.  Communities 
measure their progress against a scorecard developed by the committee with the assistance of the 
Michigan State Housing Development Authority.  The pilot communities will work with the 
Suburbs Alliance through October to meet the requirements, after which the program will be 
opened up to additional southeast Michigan cities.   
 
In congratulating the pilot communities on their selection, Governor Granholm noted the 
important social and economic results of cities engaging the private sector in cooperative efforts 
for redevelopment:  “This is a fabulous example of collaboration between cities, planners, 
universities, developers and others in the business community who understand that our older 
brownfield communities have tremendous potential for economic development and are certainly 
worth fighting for.” 
 
Additional information, including the scorecard and best practices is available at 
www.RedevelopmentReady.com.   
 
 
 
 

Redevelopment Ready Communities Committee Roster 
 

Andrea Brown Michigan Society of Planning 734-913-2000 abrown@planningmi.org 
Maxine Berman Office of Gov. Granholm 313-456-0010 bermanm@michigan.gov 
Robin Boyle Wayne State University 313-577-8711 r.boyle@wayne.edu  
Bren Buckley Burton-Katzman Development 248-647-8811 bbuckley@burton-katzman.com  
John Czarnecki MI Economic Development Corp. 517-373-9808 czarneckij@michigan.org  
Susan Friedlaender Honigman Miller 248-556-8448 sfriedlaender@honigman.com  
Steve Horstman  City of Eastpointe 586-445-5016 stevehorstman@hotmail.com 
Jason Horton REDICO Management, Inc. 248-827-1700 jason@redico.com 
Thom Phillips Hobbs + Black 734-663-4189 tphillips@hobbs-black.com  
Michael Polsinelli Talon Development Group, Inc. 248-745-3510 mpolsinelli@talondev.com  
Gary Sands Wayne State University 313-577-0543 gary.sands@wayne.edu   
Doug Smith City of Troy 248-524-3498 smithdj@ci.troy.mi.us  
Fred Zorn  City of Taylor 734-374-2733 fzorn@ci.taylor.mi.us 
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